INTRODUCTION
was Hv 60-80, which was slightly higher than that of conventional amalgam, followed by the gradual increase in hardness. The hardness of a admixed high copper amalgam, composed of spherical particle alone, is shown in Figure 5 . The increase in hardness was similar to that of other admixed high copper amalgams composed of lathe-cut and spherical particles. Figure 6 2. The 30 day hardness was higher than the 24 hour hardness in 10-20%, regardless to the kind of amalgam. Differences in 24 hour and 30 day hardness was the most eminent in conventional lathe-cut amalgam, indicating that the hardening of this amalgam proceed more slowly than others. The 30 day hardness of conventional amalgam , regardless to lathe-cut or spherical, was Hv 120. Hv 150 and 180 were seen in admixed high copper and single composition high copper amalgams, respectively. 
